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Abstract

Objective: The aim of this study was to analyze the chapters on smallpox and measles
in the Kitab al-Mukhtarat fi al-Tibb of Muhadhdhab al-din b. Hubal al-Baghdadi, one of
the most important authors of the Islamic world in the Middle Ages, by translating them
into Turkish and introducing them into the Turkish medical history literature.

Materials and Methods: This study analyzed a printed copy of Muhadhdhab al-din b.
Hubal al-Baghdadi’s Kitab al-Mukhtarat fi al-Tibb and a manuscript copy in istanbul,
Suleymaniye Manuscript Library, Fatih Collection, No. 3632. The sections of the work on
smallpox and measles were translated from Arabic into Turkish by the author of the
article and presented in the Results section of the article. In the Discussion section of
the article, the information presented in the findings section is compared and evaluated
with the information on the subject in the relevant literature of the period.

Results: In the fourth volume of the printed copy of Kitab al-Mukhtarat fi al-Tibb and
the fourth volume of the manuscript, there are two chapters (fasl) on smallpox and
measles. One of them is titled “Chapter on smallpox and measles/fasl fi al-jadari wa |-
hasba” and the other is titled “The chapter on removing the scars of ulcers, measles and
smallpox/fasl fi qal athar al-jadart wa I-hasba wa |-qurih”.

Conclusion: Al-Baghdadt’s writings appear to be in the context of the theory of humoral
pathology, the medical paradigm of his time, and are similar to the information
contained in the works of his predecessors. In writing these chapters, Ibn Hubel seems
to have relied on the relevant chapters in ‘Al b. al-‘Abbas al-Majust’s Kamil al-Sind‘a al-
Tibbiyya and al-Razi’s al-Mansdrt fi al-Tibb rather than AbG Bakr Muhammad b.
Zakariyya al-Razl’s Kitab al-Jadari wa al-Hasba and Kitab al-Hawi fi al-Tibb and lbn Sina’s
Kitab al-Qanun fi al-Tibb, where the subject of “smallpox and measles” is discussed in
detail. It is noticeable that Ibn Hubel summarized the information in Kamil al-Sind‘a al-
Tibbiyya in the pre-treatment section and mostly in al-Mansari fi al-Tibb in the section
on treatment, while avoiding detailed etiological explanations.
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